Understanding Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) Abatement
To ensure safe and decent housing, all Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher units must meet HUD's Housing Quality Standards (HQS). When a unit fails an inspection and required repairs are not completed by the established deadline, the Housing Authority may place the unit into abatement, which means Housing Assistance Payments (HAP) to the owner are temporarily suspended until the deficiencies are corrected and the unit passes reinspection.
Property owners are responsible for maintaining the unit in compliance with HQS, while tenants are responsible for keeping the unit in sanitary condition, avoiding damage beyond normal wear and tear, allowing access for inspections and repairs, and promptly reporting maintenance concerns. Failure to correct owner-responsible deficiencies may result in continued loss of HAP, termination of the HAP Contract, and removal from the Housing Choice Voucher Program. Tenant-caused deficiencies may result in termination of the family's voucher assistance. HAP payments will resume only after the unit is brought into compliance and approved by the Housing Authority.

